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Mr. Beard is a Principal Attorney in the Pacific Legal Foundation’s

Individual Rights and Property Rights Practice Groups. Currently, as head

of PLF’s Coastal Land Rights Project, he oversees litigation against coastal

land-use agencies that violate landowners’ private property rights—

particularly the infamous California Coastal Commission. Mr. Beard also is involved in litigation

challenging unlawful government-imposed conditions on private property use and development,

and unconstitutional government race-based decision making.

Mr. Beard’s reported opinions are: Harman v. City and County of San Francisco, 136 Cal. App.

4th 1279 (2006) (expanding municipal liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for illegal policies of

government officials); Harman v. City and County of San Francisco, 158 Cal. App. 4th 407

(2007) (rejecting a rule of “proportionality” for attorneys’ fees awarded in civil rights cases);

Smith v. Novato Unified School District, 150 Cal. App. 4th 1439 (2007) (interpreting California

law to grant public school students substantially the same speech rights as adults off campus). 

Mr. Beard has spoken and debated on race preferences and property rights at numerous

law schools and other venues, and has published in newspapers, trade journals, and law journals.

See, e.g., Paul J. Beard II, The Legacy of Grutter: How the Meredith and PICS Courts Wrongly

Extended the “Educational Benefits” Exception to the Equal Protection Clause in Public Higher

Education, 11 Tex. Rev. L. & Pol. 1 (2006); Paul J. Beard II & Robert Luther III, Heckling the

Heckler Out of California's Public Schools: How Smith v. Novato Unified School District

Narrowly Defines “Incitement” to Give Broad Protection to Student Speech, U.C. Davis Journal

of Juvenile Law & Policy (forthcoming).

Mr. Beard is admitted to the bars of California, the federal District Court for the Central and

Eastern Districts of California, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal Circuit Court of

Appeals, and the United States Supreme Court. He received a B.A. from UCLA, and his J.D.

from Cornell Law School.


